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amount of unity in spite of variations in physical conditions, are the
Loire and its tributaries. These streams have eroded deep valleys in the
limestone, and the abrupt walls of the valleys contain many caves which
even today serve as homes for entire communities. The soils of the
valley floors are excellent, the slopes provide shelter, and the direction
of the streams leaves them open to the influence of the winds from the
Atlantic. Consequently, they are excellent for agriculture, and support
a dense and prosperous population. Orchards, vineyards, wheat fields
and gardens are interspersed in such a \vay as to present a most pleas-
ing picture. The importance of the valley, both as a productive center
and as an avenue of communication, is shown by the number of cities
which line its course. Orleans, Tours, Angers and Nantes are the larg-
est of these cities; each is the center of a productive district, and each
controls important transportation routes.

The northwestern portion of the basin is better situated from the
point of view of agriculture than is the south. A moderate and moist
marine climate, together with fertile marl and limestone soils, causes
this to be one of the most prosperous agricultural sections of France.
It is a region of rich meadows and orchards, interspersed with fields
of grain. The delightfully colored brick or tile houses of the villages,
the ever-present flowers and the well cultivated fields form a most
attractive landscape. The agriculture is of an intensive type. Almost no
waste land is to be found. Even fences are frequently dispensed with
in order that every inch of land may be utilized. The tops of the occa-
sional ridges are covered with carefully tended stretches of timber, but
all other ground is used for pasture or crops. The raising of animals is
especially important, and this district supplies Paris with large amounts
of beef, butter and cheese. Fine horses are also common, this being the
section from which the well-known Percheron draft horses come.

The coast line of the northwest contains few good harbors, but it
is important as a resort center. Deauville is the most famous of the
resorts, but the picturesque coast line and excellent bathing have caused
many other smaller centers to develop. The chief ports are Rouen and
Le Havre, located on and at the mouth of the Seine, respectively. In
addition to being the chief gateway to the Paris Basin, Rouen is an
important textile manufacturing center, cotton in particular being spun
and woven. Le Havre is the leading port engaged in transatlantic com-
merce, and is one of the most active of the nation's ports. Farther
north along the coast is Boulogne-sur-Mer, the greatest fishing port of
France, but of slight commercial importance. Dunkerque and Calais